REPORT CLOSE CALLS - IT CAN SAVE A LIFE!
[image: Barn]FARMERS SAFETY RALLY        Farm Name: __________________

[bookmark: _Hlk51743958]A Close Call is an event that could have caused personal harm, harm to other workers or animals on the farm and property damage or loss to barns, sheds, machinery, equipment or other farm property.
Examples of Close Calls:
A worker spotted another worker grinding without wearing safety glasses and a face shield in the machine shed.  The worker reminded him that grinding wheels can disintegrate. About five minutes later, the grinding wheel broke apart sending pieces flying. The worker heeded the advice and donned safety glasses and a face shield and wasn’t hurt.
Jenna, a farm technician, was bit behind in her chores. She was using a circular saw to cut some lumber to repair a pen.  Jenna went to grab a few more pieces of lumber and, picked up the saw to make the next cut, when she received a slight electric shock.   She dropped the tool, suffering no injury. At this point she had an important choice to make, fall a bit further behind in her chores and potentially save a life. If she just forgot the incident, the next worker to pick up the tool may have damp hands or may be standing in a puddle of water. That worker may get a severe shock. She reported the incident, so the saw was tagged out and checked over. Tagging out the saw gives a qualified person the chance to repair or discard the saw and a chance to find out why the saw gave a shock. Was it poorly designed or manufactured? Has the insulation gotten wet or is the cord frayed?   These questions were answered because Jenna made the right choice to report the near miss.
These are two examples of thousands of close calls occurring on farm every day. It’s been estimated that for every serious injury, there may be 600 close calls.
After experiencing a close call, the usual response is to dust yourself off, consider yourself lucky and go on with your work without reporting the incident. Safety has nothing to do with luck.  A close call is a warning that something is wrong.  Report all unsafe work practices to your supervisor.








Watch this 1-minute video as a reminder of the importance of reporting close calls.


1. 
REPORT CLOSE CALLS - IT CAN SAVE A LIFE! – DISCUSSION RECORD
Agenda:
· Review reported near misses in the last year.
· Review where blank near miss reports can be found to encourage reporting.
· Do workers have any near misses to report during this meeting?
Comments or safety concerns as a result of the discussion or observed since the last rally?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Follow-up to concerns raised at previous rally?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Action Items?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Near Miss/Incidents/Unsafe Acts/Conditions to Report?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topics recommended for future Rallies: __________________________________________

Thank the rally members for their participation.
Quiz Answers:  1. T, 2. T, 3. e, 4. b, 5. T
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
1. A Close Call is an event that could have caused personal harm, harm to other workers or animals on the farm and property damage or loss to barns, sheds, machinery, equipment or other farm property.         True or False 
2. After experiencing a close call, the usual response is to dust yourself off, consider yourself lucky and go on with your work without reporting the incident. True or False 
3. Examples of close call causes include: 
a. Poor farm tool, machinery or equipment
b. Not wearing personal protective equipment
c. Inadequate machine & equipment guarding.
d. Ineffective or lack of worker training and supervision. 
e. All of the Above
4. Ensure you understand and follow ________ ____________. If you have questions or have ideas for a safer way to do something talk to your supervisor. 
a. The Other Worker
b. Safety Procedures
c. YouTube video
5. A close call is a warning that something is wrong.  Report all unsafe work practices to your supervisor.      True or False 
ATTENDANCE RECORD
*This is to acknowledge that I understand and agree to actively participate in the safety meeting.
	Print Name:
	Signature:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	





In a hurry to get job done.


Not understanding the importance close call reporting plays in incident prevention. 


Fear of getting in trouble or embarrassed. 


Current safety culture on the farm.


Not sure who to report such occurences to.


Reasons Close Calls Are Unreported:



Best Practice


Watch workers do tasks and check for competency before letting them work independently.


Take responsibility for the equipment or machinery you use.  If equipment or machinery causes you problems or appears to be broken, stop using it and report it to your supervisor.


Ensure you understand and follow all safety procedures. If you have questions or have ideas for a safer way to do something talk to your supervisor. 



Close calls can be caused by a number of situations, a few more examples are:


Poor farm tool, machinery or equipment. 


Not wearing personal protective equipment. 


Inadequate machine & equipment guarding.


Falling, tripping or slipping as a result of poor housekeeping or building floor maintenance. 


Ineffective or lack of worker training and supervision. 
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