[image: Barn]FARMERS SAFETY RALLY        Farm Name: __________________
PREPARING FOR A HURRICANE ON FARM
[image: ]In Nova Scotia, hurricane and tropical storm season is upon us.  The Canadian Hurricane Center is predicting a more active hurricane season due to the Atlantic waters being a few degrees warmer than normal.  The warmer waters foster storm development.   After suffering a very dry growing season, strong winds can have a devastating effect on crops with shallow root systems.  It is key to be prepared for such events.
Measures to Take to Minimize Losses:
1. If possible, harvest crops.
2. Turn off power to areas on the farm which do not require power during the storm.
3. Put away machinery, tools and equipment and anything that could be damaged by flying objects.
4. Put away or secure things that could become flying objects in the strong winds.
5. Clear waterways of any debris such as drains and manholes.
6. Move livestock to secure area or higher ground.
7. Structural assessment of all buildings and reinforce and secure weak areas.
8. Board up windows.
9. Add sandbags to prevent flooding.
Here are some hints and tips to be prepared this hurricane season:
1. Have a written emergency response plan for all farm operations to include evacuation for livestock.
2. Keep emergency equipment on hand such as fire extinguisher, first aid kits, eye wash stations, flashlights and lanterns, and communication devices such as cell phone, battery powered radio or crank radio with spare batteries or cordless battery pack charger.
3. Have an Emergency Phone Numbers list on hand. Use Farm Safety’s template to prepare your own.  May want to include neighbours phone numbers of who can help, if needed and to check in to see if others can use your help.
4. Note government assistance programs available to help with disaster recovery.
5. Fuel up vehicles, machinery and equipment and have spare fuel available.
6. Emergency building materials available such as plastic sheeting & lumber.
7. Prepare livestock trailers for travel.
8. Ample feed and water supply for people and livestock.  Have enough hay, feed, and health-care supplies for one to two weeks. Feed stores may not be open for business for a week or more after a storm.
9. Take inventory of your farm.  Use a video camera to record or take photos.
10. Re-familiarize yourself with your crop insurance policy and coverage options as well as home, farm and vehicle insurance policies.
11. Have required records to file an insurance claim for crops, farm buildings, vehicles or equipment.
12. Check to ensure generators are ready and in working order.  Run generators regularly to ensure that they function properly.
13. Make sure chainsaws are in good working order and stock up on mixed fuel.
14. Locate chains and check winches for tree movement off fences and buildings.
15. Stock up on fence-repair materials: wire, posts, and staples.
16. Prescriptions and medications needed for yourself and livestock.
17. Have available qualified first aiders.
Reference: 
https://www.wellington.ca/en/resident-services/resources/planningforandrespondingtodisastersincanada.pdf


1. 
PREPARING FOR A HURRICANE ON FARM – DISCUSSION RECORD
Agenda:
· Review the farm emergency response plans for hurricane.
· Be prepared for the season, what needs to be done?
Comments or safety concerns as a result of the discussion or observed since the last rally?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Follow-up to concerns raised at previous rally?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Action Items?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Near Miss/Incidents/Unsafe Acts/Conditions to Report?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Topics recommended for future Rallies: __________________________________________

Thank the rally members for their participation.
Quiz Answers:  1. T, 2. T, 3. f, 4. b, 
TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE
1. Warmer Atlantic waters foster storm development.     True or False 
2. Keep emergency equipment on hand such as fire extinguisher, first aid kits, eye wash stations, flashlights and lanterns, and communication devices such as cell phone, battery powered radio or crank radio with spare batteries or cordless battery pack charger.   True or False 
3. Measures to prevent losses in a hurricane include: 
a. Board up windows.
b. Add sandbags to prevent flooding.
c. Put away or secure things that could become flying objects in the strong winds.
d. Structural assessment of all buildings and reinforce and secure weak areas.
e. Clear waterways of any debris such as drains and manholes.
f. All of the Above
4. Have an __________________________list on hand.  May want to include neighbours phone numbers of who can help out on farm, if needed and to check in to see if others can use your help.
a. First Aid Kit
b. Emergency Phone Numbers List
c. Ambulance
ATTENDANCE RECORD
*This is to acknowledge that I understand and agree to actively participate in the safety meeting.
	Print Name:
	Signature:
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